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controlled 111th Congress and the President
substantially increased funding for children by
$25 billion. The President’s FY11 Budget pro-
posed important increases of $6.2 billion in
children’s spending. In contrast, the Repub-
lican FY12 Budget proposal would eliminate
all gains from the last several years. To illus-
trate, the Ryan Budget would create a $150
billion funding gap in the Children’s Health in-
surance program between 2014 and 2021, re-
sulting in an 80 percent hole in the CHIP pro-
gram and a loss of coverage for approximately
7 million children. Similarly, children bore 22
percent of the cuts in the second Continuing
Resolution this year.

If children are a national priority, we need to
measure our Federal spending so that we can
understand if our choices disproportionately
harm or protect our children. Without this anal-
ysis, policymakers and the public are limited in
our ability to know how children fare in funding
proposals. | strongly believe the Federal Gov-
ernment should embrace examining our Fed-
eral budget by our investment in children. Al-
ready, there are several State and local gov-
ernments who produce a children’s budget an-
nually, including Louisiana, Ohio, the District
of Columbia, Oklahoma, New Mexico, Oregon,
and the Cities of Philadelphia and San Fran-
cisco. These budgets provide invaluable
sources of information that help us understand
whether we are meeting our goals for children.
Precedent already exists for examining the
Federal budget based on key areas of inter-
est, including spending on programs related to
homeland security, meteorology, climate, and
drug control. By creating a children’s budget at
the Federal level, we can bring a renewed at-
tention to children’s issues and programs and
guarantee a fair look at our national invest-
ment priorities.

A Children’s Budget is critical now more
than ever, with so many of our children and
youth bearing the brunt of our Nation’s eco-
nomic hardship. In 2009, 20.7 percent of chil-
dren and 23.8 percent of children under age 6
lived below the poverty line in our Nation. My
Congressional District—the Seventh District of
lllinois—had a staggering 35.5 percent poverty
rate among children in 2009. These statistics
reflect the need for a children’s budget so that
policymakers and voters understand whether
our investments match the needs of our Na-
tion’s youngest citizens.

As our Nation continues to face difficult eco-
nomic times, we should be able to answer the
fundamental question “Is it good for the chil-
dren?” The Children’s Budget Act would en-
sure that children are given due consideration
whenever the budget is discussed and would
provide policymakers, program administrators,
and parents with a clear picture of the overall
Federal investment in our children. Careful
analysis of our spending today helps us im-
prove our efforts for tomorrow. The well-being
of our children should be at the top of our na-
tional agenda. | hope my colleagues will join
me in sponsoring this important legislation.
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IN RECOGNITION OF MICHAEL P.
MURPHY

HON. JACKIE SPEIER

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Friday, April 15, 2011

Ms. SPEIER. Mr. Speaker, | rise to cele-
brate the retirement of Mike Murphy, the San
Mateo County Counsel.

| had the great privilege to work with Mike
when | was a member of the San Mateo
County Board of Supervisors. He is an excep-
tional public servant, legal expert, human
being and a dear friend.

Mike was born in Yokohama, Japan on No-
vember 17, 1948 as the son of a military fam-
ily. He went to Pacific Grove High School from
where he graduated in 1966. He then at-
tended the U.S. Military Academy at West
Point and graduated in 1970. He later served
on the Military Academy Advisory Committee.

Mike laid the ground work for his legal ca-
reer at Boalt Hall School of Law at UC Berke-
ley. He graduated in May of 1978 and just six
months later was admitted to the California
Bar.

In May of 1982, Mike started serving in the
office of the San Mateo County District Attor-
ney. In 1987, the civil division of the office be-
came the San Mateo County Counsel where
Mike continued to serve. He was appointed
one of two Chief Deputies in 1998 and Assist-
ant County Counsel in 2006. In 2007, he be-
came Counsel until his retirement on March
18, 2011.

Mike served as the principal land use attor-
ney for 22 years, a pressure cooker of a job
that he made appear effortless. Among his
highest achievements were the defense of the
County’s Local Coastal Program and Measure
A, a coastal protection initiative and the de-
fense of Measure T, authorizing the Devil's
Slide tunnel bypass. During his entire career,
Mike worked as a legal advisor on the San
Bruno Mountain Habitat Conservation Plan, a
landmark environmental document that he
demonstrated his legal skill in drafting.

In 1988, Mike and San Mateo County cele-
brated a true David vs. Goliath victory. The
Port of Oakland was about to dump 7 million
tons of dredged spoils into the ocean off the
San Mateo coast. The Half Moon Bay Fisher-
men’s Marketing Association filed a lawsuit to
stop the dumping but lost in federal court.
Mike and his colleague Stephen Toben stud-
ied the case and filed a suit for injunctive and
declaratory relief. It was their legal expertise
and perseverance that resulted in a victory in
front of the California State Court of Appeals.

While | was in the California Senate in
2003, Mike defended my financial privacy leg-
islation and faced strong opposition from multi-
national conglomerates. Again, his outstanding
legal acumen succeeded in protecting the
rights of San Mateo County residents.

Mike has also been serving on the Military
Academy Advisory Committee for the 12th
Congressional District for many years, helping
select the next generation of America’s offi-
cers.

Mike is the loving husband of Gayle Mur-
phy, his wife of 28 years, and the proud par-
ent of their two daughters Erin and Shannon.

In his well deserved retirement, Mike will un-
doubtedly enjoy the additional time he will
have to read and attend San Francisco Giants
games.

April 15, 2011

Mr. Speaker, | ask this body to rise with me
to honor an extraordinary man, Mike Murphy,
for his dedication to public service and justice
in San Mateo County.

CELEBRATION OF ANTIQUE
TRACTOR PRESERVATION DAY

HON. JO ANN EMERSON

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, April 15, 2011

Mrs. EMERSON. Mr. Speaker, | rise to rec-
ognize the celebration of Antique Tractor Pres-
ervation Day in West Plains, Missouri. West
Plains, Missouri represents a growing commu-
nity that is creating a new tradition for tractor
enthusiasts across the country.

Antique tractors and farm machinery serve
as a reminder of a key part of our nation’s ag-
ricultural heritage. Antique Tractor Preserva-
tion Day provides an opportunity to display
these tractors in a venue where enthusiasts
can share their stories with one another. En-
thusiasts who share this common interest can
share their passions for buying and restoring
Antique Tractors.

Antique Tractor Preservation Day also pro-
vides others, who might not be enthusiasts, an
opportunity to learn more about agricultural
history and to better understand and appre-
ciate the significant advancements American
agriculture has made over the last century. It
is important to carry on this legacy by pre-
serving our antique tractors for generations
into the future.

Mr. Speaker, | commend Michael Hinton
and the West Plains community for their work
in creating an opportunity for enthusiasts to
come together and to celebrate this proud her-
itage and rich history.

TRASH REDUCTION ACT OF 2011
HON. JAMES P. MORAN

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, April 15, 2011

Mr. MORAN. Mr. Speaker, our 308 million
American citizens throw away nearly 496 bil-
lion pounds of trash each year, a staggering
amount by any analysis. And a sizable con-
tribution is from disposable items, including
plastic and paper bags. That's why today | am
introducing the “Trash Reduction Act of 2011”
along with my co-sponsor, Congresswoman
ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON. We're asking for
your support in moving this bill favorably
through the House.

Just how bad is the problem? According to
the U.S. EPA, the average American throws
away about 4.4 pounds of trash each day or
1,600 pounds per year. That's nearly 248 mil-
lion tons of American garbage each year. To
put that in perspective, it's enough trash to fill
a football-field-sized hole over 93 miles deep.
Or create a similar-sized stack of garbage that
reaches low earth orbit. This amount of trash
could cover the state of Texas two and half
times or fill enough trash trucks to form a line
to the moon.

We consume an estimated 12 million barrels
of oil and copious amounts of natural gas an-
nually to make plastic bags that are used once
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